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CONPIDENTIAL TEL AVI 9625 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS : PBOR, JO, IS 

SUBJECT : JORDANIAN SENSITIVITIES RE HERRON 
REF: AMMAN 6316 NOTAL 

1 . WE BELIEVE UPI PIECE OP TWO WEEKS AGO BY THALER PURPORTING 
TO REVEAL DETAILS OP A SECRET US PEACE PLAN FOR MIDDLE EASY MAY, 
AS REFTEL SUGGESTS, HAVE BEEN AN ISRAELI PLANT. 

2. FYI, SECRETARY DID NOT PLY IN HELICOPTER OVER HERRON AREA 
DURING HIS OCTOBER VISIT (REPTEL). 

3. DESIRE AMONG MANY ISRAELIS TO SEE ENTIRE SOUTHERN PART 
OP WEST BANK ("JUDEA") INCLUDING HEBRON INCORPORATED INTO 
ISRAEL IS STRONG. AS WE HAVE REPORTED, DAYAN HIMSELF HAS 
BEEN DESCRIBED BY WEI ,I -INFORMED SOURCES AS INCLINING IN THIS 
DIRECTION. DAYAN AND OTHER NATIONALISTS IDEALLY WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE ALL OP WEST BANK ("JUDEA AND SAMARIA") BECOME PART OP 
ISRAEL, BUT MORE MODERATE NATIONALISTS (INCLUDING, WE 
BELIEVE, DAYAN) ARE IMPRESSED BY DOVES' ARGUMENT THAT 
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ISRAEL CANNOT APPORD POR DEMOGRAPHIC REASONS BECAUSE OP 
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THE DISPARATE JEWISH-ARAB BIRTH RATE TO ADD SO MANY 
ARABS TO ISRAELI VOTING CITIZENRY. THEREEORE, MODERATE 
NATIONALISTS SEE RETURN OF NABLUS AREA TO JORDAN, BEING 
MUCH THE BIGGEST WEST BANK POPULATION CENTER, AS DES- 
IRABLE SOLUTION, LEAVING ROUGHLY HALF OF NORTHERN PART 
OF WEST BANK AND ALL OF SOUTHERN PART IN ISRAELI HANDS. 

4. IN ADDITION TO GENERAL ISRAELI HISTORICAL ATTACHMENT 
TO ENTIRE AREA, THERE IS SPECIFIC JEWISH RELIGIOUS ATTACH- 
MENT TO HEBRON ITSELF. IRONICALLY, MUSLIMS AND JEWS 
ARE ATTACHED TO HEBRON FOR THE SAME REASON: ABRAHAM'S 
TOMB IS THERE. HEBRON IS ONE OF THE FOUR HOLY CITIES OF JUD- 
AISM (THE OTHER THREE, JERUSALEM - AT LEAST IN PART, SAFED 

AND TIBERIAS, ARE FORTUNATELY WITHIN ISRAEL'S PRE-I967 BORDERS). 

5. WE SUSPECT THAT SETTLEMENT ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN 
ISRAEL AND JORDAN RETURNING MOST OF WEST BANK TO JORDAN 
WHICH DID NOT SAFEGUARD FREE ACCESS FOR ISRAILI TOURISTS 
AND PILGRIMS TO AT LEAST HEBRON, IF NOT MAY OTHER PARTS 

OF WEST BANK, WOULD BE VERY HARD INDEED TO SELL TO ISRAELI 
PUBLIC. 

KEATING 
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